
 

 
August 23, 2019 
 

The Honourable Steve Clark 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
777 Bay Street, Floor 17 
Toronto, ON  M5G 2E5 
 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Municipal Services Division 
Municipal Services Office – Central Ontario 
777 Bay Street, Floor 13, 
Toronto, ON  M5G 2E5 
 
 
RE: ERO 019-0184 – Proposed changes to O. Reg. 82/9 under the Development 
Charges Act related to Schedule 3 of Bill 108 - More Homes, More Choice Act, 
2019 – FoNTRA comments submitted to the ERO. 
 
 
Dear Minister Clark, 
 
 
The Federation of North Toronto Residents’ Associations (FoNTRA), representing 
30+ residents’ associations with thousands of members in the North Toronto area, 
strongly objects to: 
  
1) The proposed deferral of development charges for any types of 
developments.  
 
Development charges provide municipalities with the necessary funding to ensure 
that facilities and infrastructure such as transit, roads, water and sewers, police and 
fire facilities, etc. keep pace with development and are constructed in a timely 
manner.  
 
Delaying payment of those charges for many types of developments is effectively an 
unsecured loan from municipalities to developers, which is not sound fiscal 
management. 
 
As a result, municipalities may have to ‘front-end’ the cost of new required 
infrastructure and transit construction as they wait for development charges to be 
paid over longer periods.   



 

 
 
 
Under the concept of ‘Growth pays for Growth’, proposed legislative changes to 
development charges should be not only ‘revenue neutral’, but also ‘cashflow 
neutral’.  
 
2) The establishment of development charges at an earlier stage – at site plan 
or zoning approval application rather than at building permit application.  
 
Our experience with development in Toronto Midtown is for long delays between a 
site plan or zoning approval application and the actual request for a building permit. 
There are frequent instances in our area of delays of even 5 to 7 years.  
Development charges established during the site plan or zoning approval application 
to fund necessary municipal infrastructure upgrades or community facilities, can 
become outdated by the time the developer applies for a building permit, thanks to 
rising construction costs. This could result in significant financial impacts to 
municipalities.  
 
3) The provision for municipalities to charge interest on ‘deferred’ and “frozen’ 
development charges. 
 
We would object to municipalities acting, in effect, as financial institutions by having 
to collect and negotiate interest on development charges, a task made even more 
difficult with the frequent changes in the of ownership of developments. Again, this is 
not fiscally sound management.  
 
        
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
 
  
 
 
 
Geoff Kettel 

 
 
 
 
 

Cathie Macdonald 
Co-Chair, FoNTRA 
129 Hanna Road 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4G 3N6 

Co-Chair, FoNTRA 
57 Duggan Road 

Toronto, ON 
 M4V 1Y1 

gkettel@gmail.com 
 

cathie.macdonald@sympatico.ca 
 
 

Cc:  Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
       Jill Andrew, MPP Toronto – St Paul’s 
       Kathleen Wynne, MPP Don Valley West 
      Robin Martin, MPP Eglinton – Lawrence 
      John Tory, Mayor of the City of Toronto 
      City of Toronto Councillors 
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      Chris Murray, City Manager, City of Toronto 
      Gregg Lintern, Chief Planner and Executive Director, City Planning 
      Kerri Voumvakis, Director, Strategic Initiatives, Policy & Analysis  
      Pat Vanini, Executive Director, Association of Municipalities of Ontario  
      Bill Roberts, Confederation of Resident and Ratepayer Associations (CORRA) 
      Andy Gort, President, SERRA 
      John Bossons, Summerhill, Residents Association  
       
 

 

The Federation of North Toronto Residents' Associations (FoNTRA) is a non-profit, volunteer 
organization comprised of over 30 member organizations.  Its members, all residents’ associations, include 
at least 170,000 Toronto residents within their boundaries.  The residents’ associations that make up 
FoNTRA believe that Ontario and Toronto can and should achieve better development.  Its central issue is 
not whether Toronto will grow, but how.  FoNTRA believes that sustainable urban regions are 
characterized by environmental balance, fiscal viability, infrastructure investment and social renewal. 


