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 2017 YEAR END REPORT 

 

The Federation of North Toronto Residents Associations’ 16th
 year has been busy and productive; the 

year’s activities ending with a December 12 celebration at the Wallace Gastropub. Thanks to Andy 

Gort for organizing this event. The following are highlights of 2017, including many ongoing topics 

that will continue in 2018.   

 

Improving FoNTRA’s organization  
We moved our meeting location - For more effective discussions, we moved our meetings to the 

Grano Restaurant on Yonge, where we had use of a quiet room. Hopefully this arrangement can 

continue in 2018.Those attending were encouraged to order from the restaurant to help support our 

use of the room.  

We are getting incorporated - In preparation for taking a more proactive role in planning appeals, 

with the assistance of Ron Morrow of the Summerhill RA, and a lawyer, we submitted an application 

for incorporation.  The objects of incorporation are posted on the website at www.fontra.ca 

 

We continue to need your support – We are receiving kudos both from those inside and outside City 

Hall for our work, and we think FoNTRA is having an impact for good. However, we need to be able 

to continue to have a strong, active and engaged membership. Treasurer Terry West  will be sending 

out 2018 invoices and we encourage all current RAs to rejoin and we welcome other RAs in our 

catchment to join us. 

 

Neighbourhood Planning  

Neighbourhood Planning Forum with City Planning – This year’s Forum held on June 1 continued to 
investigate neighbourhood planning issues and focussed on four topics: Neighbourhood Design 

Guidelines, Heritage Designation, the Davisville Zoning Study, and Minor Variances. Our report is 

posted on the web site. While there are still questions regarding enforceability of neighbourhood 

design guidelines, we have seen progress on the heritage designation process with the use of “bulk 

listings” as part of Midtown in Focus Plan. In December a FoNTRA group including Geoff Kettel and 
Cathie Macdonald, as well as Al Kivi, Terry West, Robert Brown, Sheila Dunlop and Linda McCarthy 

met with Michael Mizzi, the new Director of Zoning and Secretary Treasurer of Committee of 

Adjustment, to review the progress being made by the City and matters needing further discussion, 

including concerns with TLAB operations. Thanks to City Planning for continuing to work with us on 

ongoing and critical neighbourhood issues. FoNTRA members are already working on further 

comments and recommendations to the City on neighbourhood planning.  

oii  

http://www.fontra.ca/


2 

 

       On going initiatives – We continue to monitor and participate in the OMB hearings on both OPA 320 

regarding Neighbourhood policies in the Official Plan, and for the residential provisions in the new 

consolidated zoning by-law (No. 569-2013).  A special thanks to Al Kivi, who has developed a process 

to access information about Committee of Adjustment decisions that he can make available to 

member RAs. We are also completing a list of issues regarding the new Zoning By-law that need to be 

fixed. Please advise Cathie Macdonald at cathie.macdonald@sympatico.ca of your zoning issues to 

add to our list. 

 

Reform of the OMB  

Bill 139 -  FoNTRA was actively involved in presenting issue of residents and supporting the many 

changes that would give residents a better voice. John Bossons, in consultation with Mathias 

Schlaepfer of the FoNTRA Steering Committee, authored our submission regarding Bill 139 (posted 

on our web site). Then in July, John Bossons, along with Geoff Kettel and Cathie Macdonald, met with 

the Minister’s Offices and staff of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, and the Attorney-General to 

review our comments on the Bill. 

FoNTRA Forum on Bill 139 - On October 25 we held a Forum to discuss Bill 139, with presenters John 

Bossons and municipal planning law expert Dennis Wood, with Councillors Wong Tam and Matlow 

also providing their perspectives.  We were pleased that residents associations from across the City 

were able to participate.   

 

Transition provisions issue -The Building Better Communities and Conserving Watersheds Act, which 

received Royal Assent on December 12, 2017, and the government initiated consultation regarding 

the transition arrangements. It is apparent that numerous applications have been made to the City in 

anticipation of the demise of the OMB and the development industry wishes for a late date. Our 

letter, posted on fontra.ca, therefore requests that the legislation come into effect on the date of 

Royal Assent to ensure that no appeals made after that date would be heard by the OMB. We ask 

that your RA support the FoNTRA recommendation.  

 

Public Realm issues 

With increased intensification, the amount of public realm, and how it is used becomes increasingly 

important. Two current  City initiatives directly impact on public realm:  

New above grade Enbridge installations – These large above ground installations are appearing in 

public areas such as sidewalks and public parks, with FoNTRA and the ABC Residents Association 

raising issues re impact and notification. See our letters on fontra.ca. The December 2017 City 

Council meeting referred back Transportation Services’ report on Utility Placement Guidelines.  
FoNTRA will be asking member RAs to write to the City as this important issue further evolves.  

Sidewalk clearway widths - Municipal Licensing and Standards (MLS) report, which proposed new 

guidelines for sidewalk cafes that also encroach on pedestrian use that include a minimum clearway 

of 2.1 m, which is insufficient for areas such as Yonge and Eglinton, was referred back to staff, given 

issues we and others raised. Watch for our updates and requests for support.  

 

Secondary Plans  

With Midtown in Focus and TOCore Studies moving close to completion, there is interest among 

FoNTRA RAs in undertaking  secondary plans in other areas such as Yonge and Lawrence, and Yonge 

and St. Clair including the impacts of new policies in the Growth Plan and Building Better  
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Communities... Act regarding development around higher order transit stations. Watch for further 

discussion in 2018. 

 

Toronto Local Appeal Body 

The new Toronto Local Appeal Body (TLAB), which replaces the OMB for appeals regarding minor  

variances and consents, began hearings in September. Member RAs immediately encountered issues 

with access and impacts. Last summer, FoNTRA requested an opportunity to make a presentation 

about residents’ needs at a TLAB Business Meeting regarding development of procedures, but was 
denied. The TLAB has since promised such a meeting in March or April 2018.  Watch for notice of this 

public meeting to present your issues and concerns.  

 

Developing a new City Noise By-law 

In response to 2016 activity with respect to development of a new City Noise By-law, FoNTRA joined 

with several other organizations to form the Toronto Noise Coalition (TNC) to oppose the staff-

proposed bylaw.  Through 2017, FoNTRA reps, Cathie Macdonald, Harold Smith and Christina 

Panneton, actively participated in a working group along with “noise maker” (industry) reps, to 
advise Municipal Licensing and Standards staff on appropriate By-law provisions. The TNC has 

submitted a 44 page report on concerns with M&LS draft outcomes report and the working 

committee process, and proposing some new solutions. The Medical Officer of Health submitted a 

report in June stressing the health impacts of unwanted noise and will report further on a noise 

management action plan for the City. When these reports are available, FoNTRA will brief Members 

on progress and request your help in advocating for passage of an appropriate by-law.  

 

Uncapped sewer laterals 

Debra Satok of Old Orchard Grove Residents Association (OOGRA) brought the issue of uncapped 

sewer laterals to our attention. This issue arises from the installation of new sewers for replacement 

houses without capping the old sewer connections. Public Works is to provide their report early in 

2018. 

 

Short-term rentals (AirBnB) 

FoNTRA strongly supported the City’s regulation of short-term rental accommodation in order to 

protect the rental housing market and our residential neighbourhoods from the kind of instability 

that would result from an influx of transient visitors. See our letter on fontra.ca 

 

 

On behalf of FoNTRA, we wish you a happy 2018. We look forward to your participation and hope to 

see you at our general meetings – normally the third Tuesday of the month (location TBC). 

 

 

Geoff and Cathie 

 

 


